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High school students Kathleen Chen (left) and Helen Deng say the virus news has led to an uptick in racist jokes. 


Racism spreads with virus 


CHINATOPIX VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS 


PRECAUTIONS — The World Health Organization declared the 
coronavirus outbreak an international public health emergency on 
Thursday, and Americans were advised not to travel to China. In 
Wuhan, the epicenter, workers disinfected themselves after 
handling a virus victim at a funeral. A3, B3. 


Anti-Chinese sentiment rears its 
head amid fears about outbreak 


By Deanna Pan 
GLOBE STAFF 

Fourteen-year-olds Kathleen Chen and Helen Deng are so 
used to racist remarks from their classmates, they easily brush 
them off. But lately, as news of the deadly new coronavirus 
sweeps headlines, the girls — both freshmen at a Roxbury high 
school — say they’ve endured even more cruel jokes and suspi- 
cious stares than usual. 

“Since the virus hit, that’s when more jokes started coming 
up,” said Deng, while she and Chen were hanging out at Tea- 
Do in Chinatown after school on Wednesday. “They say we eat 
dogs. They make fun of our eyes a lot, how they’re smaller.” 

As fears of coronavirus mount, so too has anti-Chinese rac- 
ism around the globe. The highly contagious respiratory ill- 
ness has sickened nearly 10,000 people worldwide and is be- 
lieved to have originated in the city of Wuhan in China. The 
World Health Organization has declared the outbreak a global 
emergency as more than a dozen countries have confirmed 
cases of the infection. Yet anti-Chinese sentiment appears to 
be spreading widely and fast as well. 

In Ontario, Canada, thousands of parents have petitioned 
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along the icy dirt road that runs for miles 
through farmland in this part of southwest Iowa 
and past Allison Berryhill’s house. She just got 
home from her real job, teaching high school, 
and now it’s time for her new second job — orga- 
nizing a caucus. 


Monday night hundreds of thousands of Demo- 
crats will deliver the first clue about who will 
emerge as their nominee to take on President 
Trump. 


traught since Trump’s election, and this year felt 
compelled to do something. 


do alittle more,” she said. 


table, surrounded by paperwork. Sunday she will 
gather with other volunteers for last-minute ar- 
rangements. Between now and then are so many 
little details — print signs, e-mail volunteers, call 
the one volunteer who does not have e-mail. 


tion roughly 6,600) and cities across Iowa, simi- 
lar preparations are underway, with Democratic 


For Iowans, 
caucusing is all 
in the details 


Training offers a reminder 
of how complex process is 


By Laura Krantz 
GLOBE STAFF 


ATLANTIC, Iowa — The sun has begun to set 


Decision time in Iowa is fast approaching. On 
Like many people here, Berryhill has been dis- 


“I just thought I can’t fix everything but I can 


So here she is, at her lace-covered dining room 


In small communities like Atlantic (popula- 
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= Jimmy 
Donnelly 
was a 
familiar 
sight below 
City Hall 
Plaza, where 
| he ran the 
| garage. Now, 
as he nears 
mE death, the 

| cityis 
naming the 
garage after 
him. 


KEITH BEDFORD/GLOBE STAFF/FILE 


Underneath tt all, 
one of City Hall’s finest 


ing garage in America named after its former 
attendant, now diagnosed with a ferocious 
and terminal disease. 

Because Jimmy Donnelly is a beloved fix- 
ture, a wildly popular man, whose name on 
this garage’s entrance is a tribute 
from friends and colleagues he 
considered genuine treasures 
that he has worked all his life to 
polish. 

He found them on the streets 
of his beloved Southie neighbor- 
hood. He greeted them each morning from 
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There will be a new sign hanging over the 
dank parking garage beneath Boston City 
Hall Plaza on Friday and it will 
carry the name of Jimmy Donnel- 
ly, who across his 42 years has 
quietly collected friends like pre- 
cious stones. 

And if you think parking ga- 
rages don’t make much news, 
think again. This one is worthy of headlines. 

Why? Because this may be the only park- 
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Nothing to ski here 


Friday: Some sun, pleasant. 
High 43-48. Low 33-38. 


Total enrollment on the Massachu- 
setts Health Connector reached a new 
high after the state made an effort to 
target uninsured people. B6. 


A former Green Beret and local foot- 
ball coach is facing criminal charges 
for reportedly orchestrating a Nissan 
executive’s escape from Japan. B1. 


Saturday: Cloudy, showers. 
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High 41-46. Low 31-36. 


| | Weather and Comics, G8-9. 
Obituaries, C12. 


Mookie Betts is still a member of the 
Red Sox, but maybe not for long. 
Where things stand with a trade, and 
Christopher Gasper’s take, C1. 


Governor Charlie Baker is seeking to 
dramatically restrict public access to 
Massachusetts records of births, 
deaths, and marriages. B1. 


Democrats’ 
push for 
witnesses 


likely to fail 


Alexander says no, possibly 
paving way for quick trial end 


By Nlisa Mascaro, Eric Tucker 
and Zeke Mille 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

WASHINGTON — Republican Senator La- 
mar Alexander of Tennessee will oppose calling 
more witnesses in President Trump’s impeach- 
ment trial, all but dashing Democratic efforts to 
hear more testimony and boosting odds the Sen- 
ate will vote imminently to acquit without new 
testimony, in a matter 
of days. 

Republican Senator 
Susan Collins of Maine 
said late Thursday that 
she would vote to allow witnesses, building mo- 
mentum for the Democrats’ effort. 

But Alexander then said in a statement there 
is “no need for more evidence,” giving the 
Trump team the likelihood of a Senate vote in its 
direction. 

Collins, a centrist senator, announced her de- 
cision after the Senate concluded a long ques- 
tion-and-answer session with the House Demo- 
crats prosecuting the charges and Trump’s law- 
yers defending him. 

Alexander released his statement moments 
later. 

A vote on the witness question, expected Fri- 
day, could lead to an abrupt end of the trial with 
Trump’s expected acquittal. Or it could bring 
days, if not weeks, of more argument as Demo- 
crats press to hear testimony from former na- 
tional security adviser John Bolton and others. 

It would take four GOP senators to break 
with the majority and join with Democrats to tip 
the outcome. 

Collins said in a statement, “The most sensi- 
ble way to proceed would be for the House man- 
agers and the president’s attorneys to attempt to 
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> Woman who accus- 
es Trump of rape 
seeks his DNA. A2. 
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Harvard scientist Charles Lieber was 
released from federal custody Thursday 
on $1 million cash bail. 


Scientists 
question US 
crackdown 
on China 


Some see allegations of 
espionage as overblown 


By Jonathan Saltzman 
and Deirdre Fernandes 
GLOBE STAFF 

Massachusetts scientists are criticizing the 
Trump administration’s crackdown on suspected 
espionage and theft of research by China in the 
wake of federal charges against a Harvard Uni- 
versity professor and two researchers at other in- 
stitutions. 

While emphasizing they had no independent 
knowledge of the charges filed Tuesday, some sci- 
entists said they feared that the Justice Depart- 
ment is using a broad brush to investigate people 
with links to China. They worried that the hard- 
line approach will deter foreign scientists from 
working in the United States. 

“T have a deep concern generally in the cur- 
rent political climate about the objectification of 
any and all who are not white Christian males," 
said Steven Holtzman, a former Biogen executive 
vice president who announced his retirement 
this week as chief executive of Boston-based 
Decibel Therapeutics. 
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